
The First Church in Belfast, Front steps dedication, August 7th

The First Church in Belfast, United Church of Christ, is
busily preparing for the 200  anniversary of our historicth

sanctuary.  Located at 104 Church Street in Belfast, First
Church is one of the most photographed churches in New
England in large part due to our stately steeple and clock
tower.  Our steeple houses a Paul Revere Bell which was

installed in the spring of 1819.  Writing for The
Fisherman’s Voice, Tom Seymour said that “Belfast
residents and visitors alike can hear the clear, mellow
voice of this particular Revere bell every Sunday. The

building and its bell have become a beloved, local icon.” 
The story of the bell also includes questions about its
weight and whether the legendary Paul Revere who

charged by the ounce put one over on the church leaders!  

                                                           
                                                           Phineas Quimby

As celebrated as the bell in the tower is the clock on it,
constructed by Timothy Chase and the renowned Phineas

Quimby, a staunch Belfastian, inventor and
metaphysician, widely known as the father of “New

Thought.”  It was installed in the steeple in 1836 high
above the downtown at the request of town leaders for the
benefit of all Belfast’s residents long before people wore
watches.  It is ironic that today the same steeple houses

antennae for many of our cell phones.  It is still telling us
the time!   

If you have walked by The First Church recently,
you would have noticed a major change to the entrance. 
The ground has been newly graded with the addition of
granite steps designed by the Belfast firm GOLogic.  Not
only did the wooden steps need replacing, but the
congregation wanted to make the main entrance to the
building accessible to all and more welcoming.  A ramp
winds around the south side leading up to the newly
installed front door.

This entire venture was undertaken as an act of faith.  In
an era in which New England churches are struggling to

maintain themselves for numerous reasons, The First
Church voted to look ahead and open its doors even wider

to the future.  As stunning as the building is, the
community of faith it gathers and sends out is a true

treasure of Belfast.  
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The project was aided tremendously by a generous bequest by Betty Breslin, a longtime
Belfast resident and First Church member.  
However, there is still much to be done.  On Sunday, August 7 , we will be dedicating the newth

entrance as well as kicking off a campaign that will raise funds to complete our Friendship Walk
and landscaping and giving all an opportunity to participate in helping to maintain the historical
building and grounds.  Anyone may order a brick in honor of a loved one, to celebrate a milestone,
or even to place one’s business solidly in the ground of Belfast.  The bricks will be laid into the
walk leading from Church Street to the sanctuary. Bricks may be ordered by clicking on the following site:

http://www.thatsmybrick.com/firstchurchbelfast

Festivities will begin with the Sunday church service at 10 a.m.  If anyone would like to be part of a community
choir for this celebration, join us for practice on Thursdays, July 14  and 21  at 6 p.m. at the church.  The serviceth st

will be followed by a grilled picnic lunch offered by a local caterer.  Music will be provided on the lawn by local
band “Strait Up,” featuring church member, Gary Grant, on the drums.

As we dedicate our entrance which now allows access for all into the front door, we celebrate the Open and
Affirming stance of our church.  As we in the United Church of Christ like to say “Whoever you are and wherever
you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”  We rejoice in the continued ministry and good works that First
Church has shared with the Belfast community and neighboring churches throughout the last two centuries.  

For more information about this event, or about The First Church in Belfast, UCC, please call the church office at
338-2282 or check out our website:  www.firstchurchinbelfast.org.  We hope to see you all there. 

http://www.firstchurchinbelfast.org

